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1st Reading:'I Ccr;f3:4ell, . Gospel Matthew 13: 31L35

When we - 1ook back on the’ 1ife of a Bishop such as Cardinal Mooney,

and the lives of priests such as we are commemorating today. it is natural

W

te think of all the things they did —erthe plans and. programs they 1mp1e-

mented, the hours and hours of dedicated pestoral work the countless
Masees, baptieme marriages, the broken lives they helped to heal, the

buildings they built... " That is as. it should he, for our predecessors

ﬁd Qed long end herd in the Lord‘s vineyard They fought-the good fight.
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o
fheﬁ ran the rec? with _energy and zeal, and we can look hack with

iey,,lswculd like €0 1ook at- it fram a different perspective I '

‘weuld- like to. refiect, fnstead; on all the things they didn t do. At first

,that mey eeund Btrenge, even e bit irreverent But it is not meant to be

:lis sa greet, ‘so sacred ‘that 1t could:

Quite the o posite.”

meant to remind us that what they we

we are about the Lord's work not our own. ,

-house, not ourselves. We ‘are sowers of seeds, not'reapers of ‘the' harvest.

we preach the Kingdom begun, not the Kingdom accomplished

it helps now and then to step bsck and take the long view ‘The
Kinédom is not only beyond-our efforts; it 1s beyond our vision . We .
accomplish in ouzr lifetime only,e tiny fraction of the msgnificent enter—
prise that 1s the Lord:siwcrk & -

What all this comes down ta. is the realization that everything we do
1is incomplete. And we have to approach it that way, with humility, e‘sense

of mystery, a profound reverence.



Thet 1s oot always an easy thing to do. There is aomething in each
of us that makes us want to do a complete job snd call it our owa. We are

driven toward wholeness. We want to experience the fulfillment of round-
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i ing things off nicelx. we want to finish thot, settle things before
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moving on to our uext task. _
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Tt can't be done. Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of

saying that the Kingdom always 1ies beyond us. No sermon says all that :
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_should be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith._ No confession brings

oy ».y"" He -'..,.

perfection. No pastoral visit brlngs wholenesB-J NO program accnmplishes

doanen 1 -—JX

the Church's mission.' No set of goals and objectives includes eVerything.

~ Im our first reading we heard Paul speak of planting 2 seed watering

i By suauuslon &l

':it, and then acknowledging that the Lord gives the growth. He spoke also ‘
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of laying a foundation upon which someone else would&?uild Then in the
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Gospel we beard Jesus speak of a mnstard siid =tbe smallest ?f all seeds,
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”that one dgy develoos into the largest of plants.l He spoke of a tiny
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portion of yeast that eventually affects a 1arge mass of. dough
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s what we are about. we plant seeds that one day will grow. We
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water seeda already pianted knowing that they hold future promise. We lay
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foundations that will need further development. We provide yeast that
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produces effects far beyond our capabilities. a

P The priest who has this perspective has the key to happiness and holi-

Y SN PRI DA '

ness. He can be happv; because -he doesn' t need success measured in this
norld's terms — and we seldom have success iu those terms. He can be |
_ holy because he’ accepts the Lord's most basic formula for holiness......
becoming 1ike a 1ittle child realizing that without the' Lord we can do

| nothing, realizing that He is the vine, we are the branches. .

i To say that what we do is incomplete is not ta say that what we do

fis unimportant. -It becomes even more important because it is part of
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%nﬂgssiahe. we are prophets of a future that is not our own o
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something greater than meets the eye. It is as 1mportant al plantin& 1s

to the harvest...as a foundation to a. skyscraper.
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we cannot do everything, and there is a semse of liberation in realiz—
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ing that. This enables us to do something, and do it very,_very well.
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It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,'an
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entree for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest, we may never see
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the’ end resnlts, but that is the difference between the Haster Builder
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5: and 'the worker. We are workers not Master Builders.....ministers not
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We celebrate this in every Eucharist. we hold in our hands the _
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| mystery of the alreedy" and the 'not yet.“ That is why, as so many
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spiritual Wriﬁers have noted, priests invariably make the Eucharist the
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center of their spiritual 1ife. Amid all the tasks and worries and hOpes
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and dreams that are .So imcomplete, we celebrate the coming of Him Who is
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the alpha and the omega, the King of the universe.. Everything comes
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together when we hold the Eueharist before our people and say,. "Through
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Him with Hlm, in Him in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glorg and

v

honor- is yours Almighty?ather, forever and ever._ Amen.“
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These are the reflections that come to mind when we look back on the
]

. 1ives of the priests who came before us. The incompleteness_of_their_

work reminds us of the incompleteness of our own At the Same time, the

value. of whet they did reminda us of the value of our own work and of .

the care and the reverence that must attend each and everything we do.‘;ﬂ
T might also say that these are the reflections that come to mind”-

when you are an old priest who just celehrated his 72nd birthday. -They :

have been a source of strength and peace to me every day of my priesthood

~ and that is why I wanted-to share them with you. The prayer of Simeon

s



has always meant a‘great deal to me.. It is not by a.ccident that the .
Church places that prayer on our 11ps at the end of each day. ‘No matter
'how :l.ncqmplete our effurts may have been, despite our :Lim:i.tat:l.ons, despite
. .our failures, we can say with much peace and much fulfillment- "Now,
Master, you can dismiss your servant in, peace you have fulfilled your .
word. For my eyes have witnessed your saving. deed displayed for all the
peuples to aee. A reveali,ng 1ight to the Gentiles, the glory of your
people Israei.“ | |

We can say that every night. And . Café:l:nal Mooney and the priests

of this diocese could say it when they died. May their suuls and all the

- souls ni the faithful departed through the mercy of God _rest in peace.

(Amen)



